Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Year  ending  December  '^ist,  1936. 


Welshpool, 

June,  1937. 

To  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  Borough  of  Welshpool. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  and  Vital  Statistics  for 
the  year  ending  December  31st,  1936. 

This  report  is  drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular 
1561  (Wales). 


SECTION— A. 

Area  (in  acres),  20,426. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population,  1936,  is 
5,347  last  year  5,350. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books,  1685. 

Rateable  value  and  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 
£25,712 — £99. 

Chief  industries  carried  on  in  the  area  are  agriculture,  timber 
yards,  a small  tar  distillery,  and  quarrying. 
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Extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  1936. 


M.  F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  ...  32  39 

Illegitimate  ...  3 2 

Total  ...  35  41 

Birth  Rate  ...  14.2 


76 


Still  Births  i 

Deaths  40  46  — 86 

Death  Rate  ...  ■»6i6i 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes — Nil. 


Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

M.  F. 

Legitimate  2 2 

Illegitimate  i 

3 2 — 5 

This  compares  with  10  in  1935. 

Deaths  from  Cancer — 9,  comparing  with  13  in  1935 
Deaths  from  Measles — Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough — Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) — i. 


there  was  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

I.  (i.)  During  1936  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  Health 
Officers. 

(ii.)  Laboratory  Facilities  remain  as  in  1935  and  are  quite 
satisfactory. 

Ambulance  facilities  are  adequate. 

Home  Nursing  is  carried  out  by  two  trained  district  nurses 
under  the  control  of  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

The  new  building  for  the  Eye,  Ear,  Throat,  Infant  Welfare 
and  Orthopaedic  Clinics  is  now  in  use  and  already  has  proved 
its  usefulness. 

The  Dispensary  in  New  Street  provides  medical  treatment  for 
out-patients. 

The  small  Victoria  Memorial  Hospital  carries  on  its  useful 
work,  being  supported  by  voluntary  contributions. 

SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 
THE  AREA. 

I.  (i.)  Water. — No  new  sources  have  been  tapped  during 
1936,  the  public  supplies  at  Welshpool  and  Guilsfield  have  been 
satisfactory  and  there  has  been  no  shortage  of  water. 

The  average  consumption  in  Welshpool  was  79,000  gallons 
a day  and  in  Guilsfield  2,468  gallons  a day. 

The  minimum  supply  to  the  Black  Pool  reservoirs  was 
1 1 8,000  gallons  a day,  so  during  the  year  there  was  no  need  to 
draw  on  the  storage. 
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A great  improvement,  in  the  condition  of  the  reservoirs,  was 
effected  by  treating  the  water  with  copper  sulphate.  In  former 
years  there  has  been  a heavy  crop  of  water-thyme  in  the  three 
reservoirs,  but  this  year  a dosage  of  Copper  sulphate  1/1,000,000 
cleared  quite  90  per  cent,  of  the  growth  and  the  treatment  will 
be  continued  during  the  present  summer. 

Analysis  of  water  from  the  clear  water  tank  was  taken  on 
1 6th  of  February,  with  poor  result;  since  then  several  samples 
have  been  analysed  all  being  satisfactory.  The  reason  for  the 
poor  result  was  probably  due  to  the  experiment  of  dosing  with 
chlorine  prior  to  filtration,  the  water  is  now  being  treated  with 
alum,  filtered,  dosed  with  ammonium  sulphate  and  chlorine  and 
experiments  are  being  carried  out  to  find  the  lowest  dosing  rates 
to  guarantee  safe  results. 

Small  extensions  of  the  water  main  have  been  carried  out  at 
Greenfields  and  Westwood  and  along  the  Welshpool  road  at 
Guilsfield. 


Application  has  been  made  for  an  extension  of  the  main  to 
lands  about  top  water  level  at  the  clear  water  tank  and  the 
Council  have  instructed  the  Surveyor  to  submit  a scheme  in- 
volving pumping  for  their  consideration. 

(m.)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.— There  has  been  no  flooding 
in  the  built-up  area  and  the  sewerage  system  has  been  satisfac- 
tory. All  sewerage  is  discharged  some  mile  from  the  town  into 
the  Severn  but  the  samples  of  river  water,  taken  by  the  County 
M.O.  appear  to  be  quite  satisfactory  as  far  as  the  length  in  the 
Borough  is  concerned. 


E"tmslons  of  the  sewer  have  been  carried  out  at  Westwood, 
Greenfields,  Severn  Road  and  the  sewer  at  Guisfield  has  been 
extended  to  serve  the  new  Police  house. 
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2.  Rivers  and  Streams. — Duties  are  carried  out  by  the 
County  M.O. 

3.  (i.)  There  is  no  change  in  the  Closet  accommodation. 


(ii.)  Public  Cleansing. — House  refuse  collections  are  made 
weekly  in  the  town  area  and  fortnightly  in  the  villages  of  Groes 
and  Guilsfield.  Collection  is  by  motor  lorry  with  covered  top  and 
disposal  is  by  tipping  on  waste  land,  the  tipping  ground  is  in 
a satisfactory  state.  Some  of  the  ratepayers  complain  that  the 
collection  should  embrace  garden  refuse,  etc.,  as  well  as  house 
refuse  and  the  Council  may  wish  to  consider  whether  the  extra 
cost  of  such  a service  would  be  justified. 


During  the  year  a month’s  test  was  made  at  the  tip  to  see 
whether  the  value  of  scrap  metal,  rags,  etc.,  would  justify  the 
submission  of  a scheme  and  results  showed  that  the  costs  of 
such  a scheme  would  be  in  excess  of  the  value  of  the  salvage. 


The  streets  of  the  town  are  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition, 
the  main  streets  are  cleansed  daily,  the  side  streets  weekly. 


(iii.)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — Summary  of 
Sanitary  Inspectors  visits  and  notices  served : — 


Water  Supply  iiii 

Drainage  167 

Piggeries  i 

Workshops  2 

Refuse  Collection  204 

Rats  and  Mice  87 

Schools  I 

Shops  2 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  19 
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Notices  Served — 

No.  of  informal  notices  served  344 

No.  informal  notices  complied  with  330 

No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  served  ...  17 

No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  15 

(iv.)  Shops. — No  action  has  been  taken. 

(v.)  Smoke  Abatement. — No  action. 

(vi.)  No  baths  in  the  area. 

(vii.)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — No  action. 

The  Council  again  organised  a rat  week  campaign  and  this 
year  supplied  1 700  free  baits  to  rate  payers.  Of  these  600  were 
taken  by  rats,  200  were  re-collected  and  re-used  on  the  refuse 
ground,  the  remaining  900  were  destroyed  by  the  various  house- 
holders. 

4.  Schools. — Periodic  visits  were  made  to  the  public 
elementary  schools  but  no  action  was  found  necessary. 

SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts)  ■ 606 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  13 ii 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925 


Nil 
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(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  Nil 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Ser- 

vice OF  Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  57 

3.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year  : — 

(a) . — Proceedings  under  sections  1 7,  1 8 and  2 of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  i 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  i 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  o 

(b) . — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 

be  remedied  14 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 


(a)  By  owners 


13 
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(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  o 

(c) . — Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

(d) . — Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenement  or  room  having  been  ren- 
dered fit  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1935. — Overcrowding:  — 

(a) . — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  68 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  68 

(hi)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  350 

(b) . — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  Nil 

(c) . — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  Nil 

(d) . — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding  Nil 
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SECTION  R— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 
OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — All  retailers  of  milk  in  the  built-up  area  of 
the  Borough,  with  the  exception  of  two,  are  Accredited  Pro- 
ducers; this  should  give  a much  safer  milk  supply  than  has  been 
possible  in  the  past.  Even  in  the  case  of  the  two  exceptions,  the 
conditions  of  production  are  practically  up  to  accredited  stan- 
dard and  the  Council  should  take  steps  to  induce  both  pro- 
ducers to  apply  for  Accredited  Producers  Licences. 

During  the  year  27  inspections  of  producers  premises  were 
made  and  the  assistance  of  the  County  Veterinary  Office  was 
found  to  be  a great  help. 

Meat. — Periodic  visits  are  made  to  the  private  slaughter 
houses  and  to  stalls  and  food-preparing  places.  Action  was 
found  necessary  in  only  one  case  of  where  a chicken  bought  in 
the  market  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and 
was  destroyed.  In  a few  cases,  small  quantities  of  fish  have 
been  surrendered  by  the  stall  keepers  for  destruction. 

The  quality  of  meat  sold  in  the  district  is  good;  nuisances  do 
arise  in  the  disposal  of  offal;  this  and  the  more  important  ques- 
tion of  meat  inspection  and  the  desirability  of  proper  control 
of  the  slaughter  houses  should  have  the  close  attention  of  the 
Council  with  a view  to  the  provision  of  a public  Abbatoir. 

C,  D,  E,  F. — There  is  nothing  of  interest  to  report  on. 

SECTION  F.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  1936,  as  in  1935,  there  was  an  almost  complete 
absence  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Area. 

Nine  cases  of  pneumonia,  one  of  undulant  fever  and  two 
cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified. 

(a)  No  action  was  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or  for  the 
treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to 
the  eyes. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  in  1936  other  than  Tuberculosis. 


Total 

Cases  ad- 

Cases 

mitted  to  Total 

Disease. 

Notified. 

Hospital  Deaths. 

Smallpox 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para- 

Nil 

typhoid) 

Nil 

Puerperal  Fever 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Nil 

Pneumonia  913 

Other  diseases  generally  notifiable 
(specify  disease) — undulant  fever  i 
Other  diseases  notifiable  lo- 
cally (specify  disease)  Nil 


(b)  Tuberculosis. — No  action  taken  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1936. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Non- 

Non- 

Age  Periods. 

Resp’tory. 

Resp’tory.  Resp’tory. 

Resp’tory. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0 

I ... 

5 

I I 

I 

15  

25  

2 

T 

35  

I 

I 

45  

55  

65  and  upwards 

3 

I I 2 

II 


The  three  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  had  all  been  notified 
and  notification  of  tuberculosis  is  quite  satisfactory. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  acknowledge  the  able  assistance  I 
have  always  received  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Borough  Surveyor, 
and  Water  Inspector. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  A.  CRUMP. 
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